Re: Proposed Statement of Clarification regarding Formation as CLCP’s National Apostolate:

The draft of the proposed statement of clarification regarding FORMATION as CLCP’s National Apostolate is hereby submitted to the Leadership Community.  It is part of the ad hoc FI team’s effort to concretize its proposal that the LC, through a written statement, “clarify and re-affirm formation as a national apostolate” (See Output of Jan 13-14 Meeting of LC and Core, page 3, “Our Apostolates as our share in Christ’s Mission”)

We hope that the statement will help enable every single member of full member, observer, and emerging communities to:

· know that CLCP has a national apostolate

· realize that formation, as discerned in 1993, can be a distinct and relevant response to the needs and situation of the Filipino people and is, thus, an appropriate and vital tool for nation-building (Cf. CLCP Magis at 40)

· appreciate and own this national apostolate

· get involved in the apostolate according to their respective capabilities

The Draft of the Statement:

“God loves me intimately, faithfully and unconditionally.”  For CLC members this statement expresses a foundational experience.  In CLC formation, this is our initial, life-changing discovery, to which we can cling come hell or high water.  Have we ever wondered how many people around us share this experience?  Have we ever desired to help multiply the number of people who would enjoy this blessing?

Desiring to share the blessings of CLC formation, a group of longtime CLC members spent several days in Trece in 1993, prayerfully seeking an answer to the question: “As CLCP, what is our characteristic contribution to Church and Country?”  After intensive deliberation and prayer, the group was given the answer: a formation process based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Thus, FORMATION was identified as CLCP’s characteristic contribution to Church and Country.  

The 1993 answer was not new.  It simply packed into a capsule the 1971 Zamboanga Stand, the 1982 DIWA NG TRECE, and all the other graces of past national assemblies.  In 1994 we named our characteristic contribution the “Ignatian Fire.”  By spreading Ignatian Fire through CLC formation, we realized that we can help open “hearts to conversion” (GP 8).  We reckoned that hearts transformed and oriented towards God are the beginnings of change in oppressive structures (GP 8).  Eventually CLCP established the Formation Institute (FI) in 1997.  The FI became CLCP’s missionary arm in offering formation to individuals and groups in and outside CLCP.

Ten years later, at NA ’07, we heard the same missionary call with compelling resonance: share the CLC formation process; use it for nation-building, this time WITH LOVE.  

Need we consider in detail the relevance and urgency of formation vis-à-vis nation-building?  We know very well the seemingly hopeless moral and cultural morass in which our nation wallows.  But through formation, we can help move our nation toward the “abundant life” God desires.

Doing formation as our national apostolate does not close the door to other apostolates.  In 1992 after the Pinatubo eruption, the Lord called us to undertake a national project for the relief and rehabilitation of Barangay Apalit in Pampanga. That was a success story. So who knows?  The Lord may yet call CLCP to engage hands-on in the struggle to protect the environment and to change oppressive political and socio-economic structures in our country.  Let us hope for that.  But as it is clear that formation is currently our distinct share in Christ’s mission as CLCP, let us all give this task our best energies.  
The outpouring of our energies into our apostolate begins as an internal endeavor.  We start getting involved when we decide to join CLC and undergo the SpEx-based formation. As we strive to deepen our formation and actualize it in our daily life and our personal/communal apostolates, we sustain and strengthen our national apostolate.  We may well say that CLCP’s characteristic contribution to Church and Country first takes form in every CLC member who faithfully lives out the graces of CLC formation.
As for the external dimension of our apostolate, we cannot dispute the indispensable prerequisite of first experiencing personal and communal formation.  We cannot give what we do not have.  And what we have we must give.  Hence, we offer our formation programs to others. Participation in this aspect of the apostolate knows no limits. There’s a broad menu to choose from: development and delivery of programs, group and retreat guiding, recruitment of new members, program marketing, transport assistance, monetary support, prayer, moral encouragement, etc.  No CLCP member is without something to offer.  What each member gives based on personal capability is a valuable piece in the mosaic of this national apostolate.  

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the CLC, let us renew our commitment to this apostolate – with praise and thanksgiving to the Lord who loves us and has found us worthy.
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