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a Community Mission
by Alwin D.Macalalad (TGIF-CLC)

beginnings of a dream

he Christian Life Community is a
growing community composed of people

from all ages and all walks of life. -

Somewhere along the way we were led to
each other, slowly but surely being guided
to share a common Spirit and a dream.

Callita fool's dream— at least we know
for sure that we have a community that
dreams with us. Blame Ignatius’ Spiritual
Exercises to have so inflamed our hearts,
and blame the way of life we have embraced
—we believe in the Fire of the Spirit. If
nothing else can sustain us sufficiently but
God'’s grace, then He has given us enough
grace to desire to serve not through mere
one shot projects—God has given us
enough desire to dream of transforming the
Philippines toward a just and humane
society. We lay our lives for nothing less.

And if we carried the desire long
enough, maybe we would be shown where
to go.

promptings of a spirit

it was 1997 when the National Com-
munity met in Trece Martires’ Horacio de la
Costa Formation Center for a General
Assembly (GA). Thirty years into our life as
a community, we sensed the call to go into
a larger, deeper mission. What was it, we
asked. After much prayer and much looking
back into a graced history, to our pleasant
surprise it was right under our noses (tucked
snugly in our hearts). We were being called
to share our Fire with a country thirsting for
a generous helping of depth and a real
everyday spirituality. Surely the joy of finding
God in everyday life is worthy of being given
away. Surely the creative responses borne
of discerning hearts can bless many, many
individuals who seek meaning and
direction. Surely, the freedom to serve and
follow Christ through genuine mission can-
not be confined solely to this community!
We were gifted... and we were to give more
of ourselves.

With peace in our hearts, we knew that
we were called to have Formation as our
mission. The General Assembly has made
its discernment.

The Christian Life Community
Formation Institute (CLCFI) was born.

a mission confirmed

Faith gave us the direction of our
mission, but not the details of its
implementation. We knew at least some
things about the newly formed Formation
Institute: it would be an office responding
to requests for formation programs: spiritual
retreats and recollections, prayer and
discernment workshops, and community
building sessions. It would coordinate CLC
members and communities into taking part
in making modules and facilitating
programs. It would be tasked to make
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and the tools we have crafted from the Spiri-
tual Exercises for everybody to use. If the
call was real, the work would come, and it
would draw workers for the harvest.

Slowly, requests came — and the
CLCF!I immersed itself in giving
recollections for school youth, parish
retreats, prayer workshops, values
clarification seminars, inspirational talks,
community building programs and the
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises in its various
forms (five-day, eight-day directed retreats,
etc.). Our clients ranged from private and
public school youth to parish choirs to
preschool teachers to corporate employees
to government offices. The mission took us
from Baguio to Bicol to Cavite to Angono to
Tagaytay to Cebu and other places.

Our workers: CLC members—
volunteers who give their very selves to
apostolic endeavors beyond the call of their
everyday work, convinced and consumed
by the grace of the community’s
discernment — called to help souls, and
generous enough to respond.

the horizon ahead

Itis 2002— almost five years since that
GA discernment. What then was a leap of
faith into a common community mission is
now a full-blown apostolate having
implications that we are only beginning to
get glimpses of. The Formation Institute is
currently preparing to develop and market
in-place formation programs for different
target sectors (i.e. youth, NGO’s,
marginalized). We envision CLCs in other
parts of the Philippines setting up regional
Formation Institutes to respond to specific
formation needs within their corresponding
areas.

Here’s the premise: one need not go
very far to encounter God. Behind our
everyday toil are graces that are ever
present. Beyond the mundane facade of our
particular circumstances lies the hope we
so desperately seek: that we can fly the
heights we aspire for when we take faith
and heed our hearts. Despite everything
that despairs us, God has never left the
world to disappear behind thick curtains.

Love still has an ultimate grasp of
human destiny. No need for years of waning
and waiting to pass us by. We need to open
more doors, set more fires. Our arena is
the everyday. And our desire is to make
God's face seen in all things. It can be done.
And this can very well transform our world.

The Christian Life Community
Formation Institute thrives on this premise.
We look at the youth and this is the gift we
wish to bring. We look at adults of every
work and labor and this is the gift we wish
to bring. We look at families, groups, com-
munities—we look at the laity—and we
would like to offer nothing less. Our mission
is to create and facilitate formation
programs that will clarify and render
guidance to everyday experience in the
Spirit. We desire only these: to set our
Church ablaze in renewed faith and
mission—to see Christians with souls afire,
as we take on God’s work as a community!




