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Module 1 – Understanding what lay, prophetic, apostolic Body means:

Objectives:
At the end of the activity, the participants would be able to

· explain the meaning of “lay, prophetic, apostolic body” 
· agree to reflect and pray until NA 2009 over the question: Is God calling the CLCP to be a lay, prophetic, apostolic body?
Materials:

· Power point presentation – “Sabi ni Lord”

· CLCP Magis through the years

· Laptop or desktop around which group members can gather to view presentation
· General Principles

· Bibles

Guide’s references:

· Our Common Mission (downloadable from WCLC website)
· Notes of Fr. Nico on Prohetic Community (downloadable from WCLC website) 
· Final Paper of Fatima (downloadable from WCLC website)
· Definition of “signs of the times” (attached)
Flow:
1.  NA 09 and The Five Questions for discernment 
We will be holding our national assembly on October 17-19, 2009.  For five months we will prepare as best as we can for this important event.  
The LC offers five questions to which we will respond as a national community at NA 09.  These questions have been perceived as God’s further calls to the CLCP after NA 07.  The questions are:

· Questions (calls) to be responded to at the NA:

· Do we embrace as fully as we can the call to be a lay, prophetic, apostolic body?

· Do we accept Formation as our common apostolate?

· Do we commit to carry out our common apostolate as fully as we can on the personal, local community, regional community and national community levels?

· Do we accept the Strategic Plan?

· Do we commit as fully as we can to the implementation of the Strategic Plan?

We will use four modules to help us understand these five questions: 
Module 1 – Understanding the meaning of “lay, prophetic, apostolic body”

Module 2 – Clarification of Formation as CLCP’s common apostolate

Module 3 – Understanding the Signs of the Times

Module 4 – The CLCP Strategic Plan

As individuals and as local communities, we may sense the emergence of our initial responses to the questions after doing the four preparatory modules.  At NA 09 our local community delegates will consider these responses.  We hope that in that gathering our national community will arrive at a single unified response.
2.   The Signs of the Times and NA 09
We know that our national assemblies are special moments when God communicates to us.  At NA 09, through a process of communal discernment, we hope that God’s call and our response will converge. 

God’s call does not come to us in a vacuum or from out of the blue.  God always reveals his will in the events of the times. 

Let us consider how he called Moses.  When God recruited Moses for the mission of leading the Israelites from slavery in Egypt into freedom, He spoke to him from a burning bush:
6. He said further, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

 7. Then the Lord said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings,

 8. and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  9. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.  10. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt."  (Exodus 3:6-10)

(Group guide may invite members to express what catches their attention or moves them. The points to bring out are the following: God introduced himself as GOD.  What kind of God is he?  A God who observed what was happening to his people and who heard their cry and knew their suffering; a God who desired a different life for his people – a life so different from the hell they were living. God wanted them to live in a good and broad land flowing with milk and honey.  This passage reveals a God who cared for his people and who intervened in their life based on the circumstances under which they were living and on what He desired for them.)
The preamble of our General Principles tells us of the same God.  
The Three Divine Persons, contemplating the whole of humanity in so many sinful divisions decide to give themselves completely to all men and women and liberate them from all their chains.
The pattern of divine behavior is consistent.  This pattern holds true to this day in our country and in the whole world.  We may well ask: What does God see and hear today?  What forms of suffering does he know?  What is the Blessed Trinity contemplating in this day and age?  What are the so-called “signs of the times” that compel God to intervene in our current affairs?   
(Guide helps group define “signs of the times”[see handout]). Then he/she invites members to identify signs of the times – positive and negative – relevant to us. This part of the session is simply a listing of the signs of the times and not an analysis or in-depth discussion.  

 Materials from the STD Group may be considered here.  If the members get focused on the negative signs (the shadows) the guide must reiterate the invitation to name the positive signs (the lights) also.  
After the process of identification, the guide may invite the members to share briefly the feelings evoked by the activity.  He/she stresses the importance of remaining aware of these realities as we prepare to respond to God’s call at NA 09.)
God always calls from within the world in which we live, and our response likewise takes shape in the same context. As we move towards NA 09, it is crucial that we tune in to the events of our times through which God reveals his will (GP 5).  

3. NA 07 – CLCP Magis at 40
As part of our preparation we will also take a step backward.  We will look back at how we have lived the CLCP Magis at 40 in the past two years.  (Re-reading of CLCP Magis at 40.  See “CLCP Magis Through the Years, p. 19)
This is the Magis that we received from the Lord at NA 07 and which we agreed to live out… (Guide invites members to review the past two years by answering the question below.)  
How have we in concrete and specific ways
· practiced cura personalis (personal care) or loving one another as He has loved us?

· nurtured a special love for the poor?

· helped build the nation through the 13 points we have identified?

(Guide facilitates a synthesis of what has been shared and a celebration of successes.  Guide and group members take note of further challenges or calls to action, which could be “signs of the times” within CLCP and through which God may be speaking also...) 

At NA 07 the Lord commanded us to love one another as he has loved us.  After two years what more is He asking of us?  
The Lord’s words “Love one another as I have loved you” is verse 34 in John 13.  The verse that follows is: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
The national LC believes that God still calls us to love one another, but this time, He wants us to love in such a way that we will be identified as His disciples.   And this way of loving has everything to do with the kind of community we are called to be.

Taking cues from past world assemblies (particularly Itaici, Nairobi, and Fatima) and from our national assemblies, the LC articulates the perceived call as the theme of NA 09: CLCP – a lay, prophetic, apostolic Body Spreading the Ignatian Fire.
Definitely the theme is not new.  NA 09 is considered a moment of consolidation of past calls (to CLCP and the World CLC) that have already been responded to in various degrees.  It is also a moment of furtherance – of moving another notch higher and another step forward in responding to the call of God. 
3.    The Call to be a Lay, Apostolic Body 

Being Lay 
Let us look at the first adjective: lay. We will not delve into a deep analysis of this term.  Perhaps for us, this is self-explanatory.  We are lay.  We are not “pastors, clergy, and men and women religious,” but we are also “personally called by the Lord, from whom [we] receive a mission on behalf of the Church and the world” (Christifideles laici, 2, Apostolic exhortation of Pope John Paul II). 
As lay people, we are asked to pay attention “to the call of Christ the Lord to work in his vineyard,” to take an active, conscientious and responsible part in the mission of the Church... (Christifideles laici,3).
Pope John Paul II further states that “a new state of affairs today both in the Church and in social, economic, political and cultural life, calls with a particular urgency for the action of the lay faithful. If lack of commitment is always unacceptable, the present time renders it even more so. It is not permissible for anyone to remain idle”. (Christifideles laici, 3)
The last sentence of the above quote is based on Mt. 20: 6-7:  "And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing; and he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?'. They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us'. He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too' 
We are among the men and women from all walks of life who are being hired, too, to go to vineyard, roll up our sleeves and dig in.
We cannot be idle. Statistics that show the vast disparity between the number of lay Catholics and the ordained clergy explain why we can’t just stand idle doing nothing. Here are some samples taken from the 2008-2009 Catholic Directory of the Philippines:

	Diocese
	Population of Catholics
	Arch/Bishops
	Priests

	
	Diocesan
	Religious

	Manila
	3,426,236
	4
	323
	362

	Cubao
	1,167,972
	1
	42
	8

	Cebu
	3,733,822
	1
	320
	297

	Davao
	1,372,569
	1
	89
	77

	Zamboanga
	512,209
	1
	56
	20


These numbers speak louder than words.  
Being Apostolic
Let us move on to the second adjective: apostolic.  What does it mean to be an apostolic body?  Is the call to be an apostolic body alien or completely new to CLCP?  To answer the second question, let us run through the history of CLCP…  (Show “Sabi ni Lord.”)
Guide may invite sharing of comments about “Sabi ni Lord.”  If it is not possible to show the power point presentation, guide could present this information:

· 1979: the theme of our 10th General Council meeting was “Towards a National Discerning Apostolic Community

· 1994: the statement of purposes ratified at the 1994 General Assembly:
PURPOSE
We, the Christian Life Community of the Philippines, at the service of one world, envision ourselves as a national, discerning, apostolic community, composed of small self-propelled and interdependent communities that draw strength from the Lord through the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.  Imbued with a sense of the Church and rooted in the realities of the times, we freely opt to creatively, fully, and joyfully participate in the transformation of the Philippines toward a just and humane society, i.e., a Christ-centered community of discerning disciples seeking, finding, and responding to God in all things according to one’s particular circumstances.
· 2003:  Vision statement ratified at the 2003 National Assembly

The Christian Life Community of the Philippines is a discerning apostolic community growing in union with Christ through the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.  Imbued with a sense of and love for the Church, we participate in Christ’s mission specifically in bringing about maturity in faith and social justice with a sense of urgency and disponibility.

 
Our history clearly shows that the call to be an apostolic community is not new.  It has been there early on.
World CLC
This call to CLCP to be an apostolic community is not an isolated case either.  Far from being unique to the CLCP, it is experienced by the world community.  
The document “Our Common Mission” which is the outcome of Itaici 98 states that:  

In Loyola 86, it became clear that, as we were a World Community, we were community for mission.  In Guadalajara 90, we felt ourselves sent to bear fruit as an apostolic body.  In Hong Kong 94, we recognized and integrated the context from and into which we are sent.  In Itaici we defined our common mission in the context of our world. (See “Our Common Mission.”)   

In Nairobi 03, the World Community declared:

We, the delegates of the General Assembly of the World Christian Life Community gathered here in Nairobi, Kenya 2003 felt confirmed in our call to become a lay apostolic body that shares responsibility for mission in the Church. (See “Recommendations from the Nairobi World Assembly.”)
Finally in Fatima 08, the world community received the call to fidelity to the orientations of Nairobi and to live as a prophetic lay community: 
And so part of the call that we hear for CLCP and which we wish to respond to as a national community at NA 09 is the call to be a lay apostolic/prophetic body.  
Let us tackle first the call to be an apostolic body.

Tracing the etymology of the word “apostle” could help us appreciate better the meaning of apostolic:  
[Middle English, from Old English apostol and from Old French apostle, both from Late Latin apostolus, from Greek apostolos, messenger, from apostellein, to send off: apo-, apo- + stellein, to send; see stel- in Indo-European roots.] (From the Free Online Dictionary)
The apostle begins with being a disciple or a learner.  The 12 apostles were disciples who first learned from Jesus and, when ready, were sent by Jesus to be his messengers.  
In the CLC, we received the call to be apostles forming an apostolic community and not a community of apostles.  What is the difference?

A community of apostles may very well be a community of individual apostles who have nothing to do with one another.  They could carry out their individual apostolates without the others knowing anything about one another’s comings and goings.
But being an apostolic community asks us to share apostolates – both our group and personal apostolates.  Not only the group but also each personal apostolate becomes a common apostolate.  
Two questions to consider:  What does “common” mean?  How does sharing happen?

Nairobi offered a definition for “common mission.”  It means sharing responsibility for mission.  The sharing of responsibility makes the apostolate a “one-for-all” and an “all-for-one” concern and endeavor.
Our former National EA, Fr. Ben, offers a deeper insight into the word common:

Fr. Ben points to the principle and foundation of this common.  It is our being one with 
Christ and with one another as members of His Body, as branches of the Vine. (John 15).  
He explains that “no matter how many branches and directions the vine has, it is one vine.” 

This oneness includes our being sharers of Christ’s mission.  Thus, we can say we have a 
mission that is common between Christ and us, and common among all of us who are one
with him.  Fr. Ben puts it this way: “If we are living as one community - then the one 
common mission is already there - one mission, the mission of Christ.” 

In view of this, Fr. Ben mentions that “a characteristic of the commonness is the common 
spirit or spirituality of our response” and that “what we need to do is grow in our
awareness of our being one community that is one in mission with Christ.”  

Nairobi offers a way of growing in this awareness by specifying what – naturally and 
inevitably – flows out of the commonness: sharing responsibility for mission.  (From 

“The Four Verbs of Nairobi.”)
And this sharing happens through DSSE: 
discerning together in the group 
sending the person with the apostolate or in the case of a group apostolate, sending the group  
supporting one another as the apostolate is being carried out

evaluating the implementation of the apostolate after a certain length of time
Evaluation leads the group to a new level of discernment of the magis. What is the further call and response towards the greater glory of God? Thus, the ‘gracious’ cycle repeats itself.
We can be grateful for DSSE because it helps us become “one body in a single Spirit…”  St. Paul writes about this in his letter to the Corinthians:
The analogy of the body

 12. For as with the human body which is a unity although it has many parts, all the parts of the body, though many, still making up one single body, so it is with Christ. 13. We were baptized into one body in a single Spirit, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as free men, and we were all given the same Spirit to drink. 14. And indeed the body consists not of one member but of many. (1 Cor 12: 12-14)
And though the members are many, they know one another’s whereabouts.  The left hand knows what the right hand is doing; the head is in sync with the heart; the left and right feet march to the same drum… This dynamic enables the community members to practice cura personalis, nurture love for the poor, and help build the nation in such a way that they will be more readily identified as disciples of Christ. 
(Guide invites brief discussion or sharing of comments, insights, questions…)
4.  The call to be a prophetic community
Fatima 08 did the fourth step of DSSE.  It was a moment of evaluation for the world community.  After that evaluation, discernment happened again.  The further call that the Assembly discerned was for the apostolic body to be a lay prophetic community.  Thus in the Final Document of Fatima 08, we read:
2.7 The call to live as a prophetic lay community – “Our mission, in good biblical and Church tradition, has to be a prophetic mission, carried out in the name of God and under His guidance. And we can meaningfully ask ourselves: Can we really be prophetic?” – seeing with the Eyes of God; listening with the ears, the Hearing of God; feeling with the Heart of God; and speaking the Word of God, “a word of compassion for those who suffer … and a word of Conversion and Solidarity for those who can do something about that suffering.” (Address of Fr A. Nicolás, World Ecclesiastical Assistant, to the Assembly) We received this challenge as the defining grace of Fátima 2008, finding inspiration and consolation in his words: “this is the time for prophetic communities … and I feel that you are decidedly moving in this direction.”  
Again, we may ask: Is this call new or have we heard it before?  Let us look at the theme of our national assembly in 1999.  (See CLCP Magis Through the Years) The theme was “CLCP – with Christ the Prophet of Justice and Hope.”  This makes it clear that we are dealing with a familiar call.  (See “CLCP Magis Through the Years”, p. 10)
Now let us focus on what it means to be a prophet. Fr. Nico, our World Ecclesiastical Assistant, offers a definition:
What is it that makes or defines a Prophet? What does the Bible tell us about Prophets?

· The Prophet SEES the world with the Eyes of God. --- We have seen and

contemplated this in the Incarnation. “The Three Divine Persons…” Ignatius is not timid at all when he contemplates the world…

· The Prophet LISTENS with the Ears, the Hearing of God. God listens to the voice, the

crying out, the anguished clamor, the outcry of the people. God hears the people

when they ask for justice, when they suffer pain and loneliness and oppression…

· The Prophet FEELS with the Heart of God. We see how Jesus’ insides churn, how he

is moved to the depths… And the same we read about the God of the Old

Testament… He cries and suffers with the sufferings of, (and here we can evoke the

language of the Bible) “My Daughter”, “My people”, “ My beloved”, “My Family”…

God is near, feels empathy and communion with his poor people. Compassion is his

first response.

· Then the Prophet SPEAKS the Word of God. And we know that this is a word of

mercy, of compassion for those who suffer… and a word of Conversion and

Solidarity for those who can do something about that suffering. (…this Word, which is not only an utterance with the mouth, but a living word that affects reality and changes it). (See “Notes for a Prophetic Lay Community Guided by the Spirit of God”)
For additional inspiration, we can also consider the explanation of Bishop Chito Tagle.  The following is taken from his exegesis of the readings for the Fourth Sunday of Lent, February 1, 2009, as aired in his Channel 5 program “The Word Exposed.”



1st reading: Deut. 18:15-20
God speaks to Israel, promising a prophet.  On Mt. Horeb (see Exodus), God spoke directly to the people.  The people found it fearsome. They thought of God as someone they could not survive.  So Israel requested a prophet. 
Prophet
· speaks the word of God, not his own.  Thus, he must listen attentively to God.

· is answerable to God.

· must not speak in the name of other gods

· has the responsibility is to listen to God and communicate accurately what he hears from God. The people, on the other hand, has responsibility is to listen to the prophet.

2nd reading: 1 Cor 7: 32-35 
Paul emphasizes that a prophet must focus on God and make him number 1 priority – over and above husband, wife, and all other legitimate demands of family life.  
Gospel: Mark 1: 21-28

· Jesus immediately goes to the synagogue to preach. We see the single-heartedness and single-mindedness of Jesus, the promised Prophet.  He overlooks everything else just to do the will of the Father.
· The authority with which he taught
· His fidelity to God’s word
We can help transform the world as prophets if we have single-minded devotion to God’s 

Word.  Prophet 

· listens to God’s word

· proclaims God’s word in obedience to Him

· discerns God’s will

· allows the power and authority of God’s will to shine forth


What we have done is look at the identity of a prophet.  We are to apply this identity to the kind of community God is calling us to be.  Being prophetic is interwoven into being apostolic. They are inseparable.  
5.  Our Insights, Feelings, and Interior Movements

At this point, what is happening to us after all that we have considered.  What insights or realizations have emerged?  What movements or feelings or burning do we sense within?  Let us spend a few minutes to touch base with what is happening within us. 

(After a time of reflection, the guide invites the members to share thoughts, feelings, interior movements.  After the sharing, the group summarizes what has been articulated to highlight the predominant movements, resonance/dissonance, inclinations, consolation, desolation, confusion, points of convergence/divergence, desires that have become evident.)
The module we have just finished is a direct preparation for the response to question 1.  Through the module we have gained a deeper understanding of the call to be a lay, prophetic, apostolic body.  Perhaps at this time, we may sense within us initial responses to the question.  But it is not yet the time for us to make a final response.  The final response will be discerned at NA 09 by the delegates, who will take with them the initial responses of their local communities.  
What we, members of local communities, will be doing from now until October is to simply let our initial responses simmer on low fire within us. Or we may adopt the stance of Mary who “treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).  Praying like Mary and guided by one Spirit, we are confident to arrive at just one response to Christ who ceaselessly asks us to partner with Him in fulfilling the purpose of His incarnation:  “I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

