Signs of the times
The phrase “signs of the times” is rooted in three sources:

First, in the Gospel of Matthew 16:1-3:  

1The Pharisees and Sadducees came and, to test him, asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2He said to them in reply, "In the evening you say, 'Tomorrow will be fair, for the sky is red'; 3and, in the morning, 'Today will be stormy, for the sky is red and threatening.' You know how to judge the appearance of the sky, but you cannot judge the signs of the times.
Second 

Pope John XXIII used the term in his encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) to refer to trends and issues in the world that called for the Church’s response…

Thirdly, 

In reflecting on the role of the Church in the World, the bishops at Vatican II, through Gaudium et Spes (The Church in the Modern World) acknowledged its solitary goal “to carry forward the work of Christ...”  “To carry out such a task, the Church has always had the duty of scrutinizing the signs of the times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel.”  The Church also recognizes the need to “recognize and understand the world in which we live, its explanations, its longings, and its often dramatic characteristics.”
* * *
Thus, we may define “signs of the times” as current trends, issues and events which can be both challenges and successes, and lights and shadows.

They are signs through which God speaks to us and invite us to respond to His call to participate in the work of Christ within our human history.
