Proposed Steps to Becoming Sensitive to the Signs of the Times
and Discerning the  Appropriate Response
1.   Data Gathering:  By making ourselves sensitive to the signs of the times and the movements of   the Spirit, we will be better able to encounter Christ in all persons and in all situations (GP6).  

· What are possible sources of data that can help me become informed and sensitive to the signs of the times?
· What present developments (social, economic, political, cultural, environmental) affect the dignity of the person, the welfare of the family or the integrity of creation? What information/data are relevant to the issues? 
· What data would help me determine which issues are the more urgent and universal?

2.    Problem/Issue Analysis: We work together with the hierarchy and other ecclesial leaders, motivated by a common concern for the problems and progress of all people and open to the situations in which the Church finds itself today (GP6).
· What would the data look like from Jesus’ perspective?  What is his response?

· What probable impact would the problems/issues have on the poor? 
· What probable inferences can we draw from the data, especially on how these problems/concerns promote (or hinder) equitable and sustainable progress, peace, justice, liberty and human dignity?

 3.    Resolution/Action:  This sense of the Church impels us to creative and concrete collaboration for the work of advancing the reign of God on earth, and includes a readiness to go and serve where the needs of the Church so demand (GP6).

· What is the Spirit moving us to do with regards to the issues discussed? 

· How can I concretely address these issues, especially those that I have identified as affecting the dignity of the person, the welfare of the family and the integrity of creation?

· In what way can I concretely work for the promotion of justice?

How can I concretely manifest my preferential option for the poor and a simple lifestyle?
