Module 3 – Discerning the Signs of the Times 
Pre-Meeting Assignments: 
1. Read the handout on Signs of the Times and the blog entry The Signs of These Times.

2. Read the newspapers or tune in to the radio or TV and choose an article or report that catches your interest.  Be ready to share this at the meeting.
A.  INTRODUCTION
1.  Objectives:  This module aims to help us to:

· become more critically attuned to the signs of the times

· make sense of the data we gather, and
· discern what God wants us to do.
2.  Grace to Ask For:

We ask for God’s enlightenment to see clearly what the signs of the times are, to know what He is calling us to do, and the strength and commitment to act.

3.  Introductory text: 
“The field of CLC mission knows no limits: it extends both to the Church and the world, in order to bring the Gospel of salvation to all people and to serve individual persons and society by opening hearts to conversion and struggling to change oppressive structures.”
    








(GP8. Apostolic Life)
B.    GROUP AND INDIVIDUAL EXERCISES TO DEVELOP SENSITIVITY TO SIGNS OF THE TIMES

ACTIVITY 1:  Group Activity to Develop Sensitivity to ‘Signs of the Times’ from Everyday Events
Look at the attached drawing (a lady hanging up a heavy load of laundry; above are heavy clouds that look like they are about to burst; a few raindrops are starting to fall from the dark clouds).

Ask the group:  What do you see in the drawing?

Allow the members to discover all the details of the drawing:

Why did you say this?  (…that it’s about to rain)


What do you think the laundry woman should do?


What would happen if she ignores the signs about the weather? 

Have the big group break up into triads (groups of 3) and raise the following situations:
1. What signs indicate that
· A married couple is about to separate?

· A student is about to fail?
2. What could possibly happen if the person concerned and the persons around him/her ignore these signs?
After 10 minutes of sharing, allow each triad to report to the big group. The facilitator summarizes the responses.





From  “Pag-unawa sa mga Tanda ng Panahon,” BEC Program
ACTIVITY 2:  Exercise on Spotting Signs of the Times from Current Events
Have each member think back to the news article or radio/TV report that they read or heard about that caught their interest. 
Ask each to quietly answer the following questions:  
a) Why did the news article or radio/TV report interest you?

b) What is your general reaction to the topic or issue (one word that best describes your feeling)?  Why?

c) From your understanding of the news report, describe the situation briefly (5 Ws and H).  Specifically, what is the specific concern or the issue being discussed?  What are its probable causes?  What would the consequences be if the issue is not addressed?

Have the group form triads to share responses to the questions above (5 minutes per person), in this sequence:  share your response to question c first, then a and b.
The facilitator processes the activity by raising the following questions and summarizing:
· How do you feel?   
· What insights have you gained?   
AN EXPERIENCE OF READING THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
Invite the group to consider the signs of the times in the Philippines, which is the “field of mission” for CLCP.
1. Refer to the STDG Priority Issues (attached).  Aside from these, are there other issues that have more recently arisen that need to be looked at? What are other signs of the times that are positive?
(refer to Proposed Steps to Becoming Sensitive to the Signs of the Times, Step #1)

2.    Read the input on ANV (attached), in undertaking Step #2, Proposed Steps...
HOMEWORK:   INTEGRATION QUESTIONS TO PONDER ON UNTIL THE NA
(refer to Step #3 of Proposed Steps…)
· What have these signs of the times got to do with the call to the CLCP to be a lay, apostolic, prophetic community?  With the CLCP’s common apostolate of formation?

· In the light of the signs of the times, what is God asking of your community?

Accompanying Articles:

The Signs of the Times

The Signs of These Times

STDG Priority Issues
Proposed Steps to Becoming Sensitive to the Signs of the Times and Discerning the Appropriate Action

Background Paper on Active Non Violence (ANV)
